
Check Your Sanding Belts

What Happened: 

While using a belt sander to shape a metal piece, the sanding belt snatched the piece from the 
employee's hands.   Luckily the employee was not injured. 

Cause: 

This belt being used was a 6 inch x 23 inch, aluminum oxide, drill cloth backing, closed coating belt.  A 
small gap was discovered in the belt where the belt was seamed together.  This gap is believed to have 
caught the metal piece and pulled it out of the employee's hands. 

Corrective Action: 

1.  Examine all the sanding belts in your area.  Discard any belts with a gap similar to the one shown 
below (greater than 1/64" wide). 

2.  The sub store stock of 6 inch x 23 inch sanding belts were examined.  No belts were found to have 
this problem. 
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